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Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
January 20, 2026 @ 10:00am 

South Suburban Sanitary District Office 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:00am 
 
Roll Call of Directors - Chairman Joe Spendolini and Director Kenneth DeCrans. Director Michael Koger was 
absent.  Also present:  Brett Blofsky (SSSD District Manager), Nicki Strain (SSSD Finance Director), Jason 
Morrow (SSSD Collections Supervisor), Sally Bratton (SSSD Treatment Plant Supervisor), Jon Lee (SSSD 
Treatment Plant Operator), Justin Hawkins (SSSD Treatment Plant Operator) and Dan Scalas (Adkins 
Engineering). Brady Fuller (Jacobs Engineering) attended virtually. 
 
Review Today's Agenda, Meeting Minutes from December 16, 2025 & December 2025 Monthly Financials - 
Motion by Director DeCrans to approve today’s agenda, December 16, 2025 meeting minutes and the 
December 2025 monthly financials as presented.   Seconded by Chairman Spendolini.  Motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Public Input/Comments - Lynn Cooper, an engineer from the City of Bend joined the meeting virtually.  No 
comments were made. 
 
Engineer Report -  
Final Effluent Pipe Design discussion - Jacobs Engineering 
Brady indicated that this portion of the scope of work is currently in the review process.  Dan had nothing to add 
at this time.  There is a meeting scheduled for this afternoon at 4:00pm.  Discussion followed regarding the 
current status of the effluent pipe RFP and the potential vulnerabilities of the east dike Jacobs was concerned 
about.  There was a lengthy discussion on how to address this.  Jacobs feels that the dike needs to be 
thickened.  Chairman Spendolini stressed the importance of the deadline and the costs.  Dan explained his 
recommendation regarding this discussion.  He then explained the potential costs related to the RFP and the 
final effluent pipe design scope.  Dan feels that the proposed costs are reasonable.  Brett agrees that this scope 
is a better option.   
 
Motion by Director DeCrans to allow District Manager, Brett Blofsky to proceed with approving the most 
recent amendment as discussed not to exceed $384,182.  Seconded by Chairman Spendolini.  Motion 
passed unanimously.   

 
100% Design Update - Jacobs Engineering 
Brady reported that this should be completed by February 11th or 12th. The County needs to provide information 
before this can be completed.    
 
Early Work Authorization updates - Slayden Constructors 
Brady reported that EWA1 has been completed.  Discussion followed regarding the settling since the early work 
was completed.  He gave an update on EWA2.  TriplePoint is working on presenting a plan.  The GMP package 
should be complete by February 13th. 
 



 

2 | P a g e  

 

Motion by Director DeCrans to cease negotiations on the current RFP.  Seconded by Chairman 
Spendolini.  Motion passed unanimously.     

 
District Updates - Dan Scalas, Adkins Engineering 
Dan distributed and explained information on the rate study that is currently underway.  Discussion followed 
regarding different rates for the various types of commercial contributors.  Chairman Spendolini suggested 
coming up with some recommendations for pretreatment and prevention.  Dan is going to move forward with 
defining two different commercial types. 
 
Department Updates 
Administration -  
Change in IT Services – On January 5th, Mike Weiskopf with Bear Technologies notified us that he has sold Bear 
Tech to ITNetworks out of Reno, Nevada.  The District’s IT services and costs will remain the same for the next 
6 months.  We will evaluate any potential changes, if any, that need to be made at the end of that timeframe.   
 
The Ferguson Group (TFG) – The District had our monthly meeting with TFG to discuss potential grant 
opportunities.  We reviewed documents that have been prepared specifically for the District by TFG.  We also 
discussed the status of the Title XVI feasibility study and the RFP from the Klamath Basin Restoration Program 
as a source of funding.  The District needs to decide whether or not they would like to move forward with either 
of these two options.   
 
LGIP Interest – The LGIP accounts earned $131,539.86 in interest during the month of December.  The interest 
rate was reduced from 4.25% to 4.10% on January 14, 2026.  
 
Treatment Plant Capital Outlay – Discussion needed regarding the facility upgrade expenses to date and the 
current available balance in Fiscal Year 2025/2026. 
 
Treatment - Sally gave her report for December.  The WET testing passed.  She is going to wait until June to 
perform the next WET testing.  Treatment helped Collections with the I&I report.  Blower 4 has been shut down 
due to a bearing issue.  Effluent was off during the week of Christmas.   
 
Collections - Jason gave his report for December.  He explained the work the crew has been doing.  The new 
manhole lids have been ordered but will not arrive until March or April.   
 
District Manager - Brett has no updates at this time. 
 
Items Before the Board of Directors - Old & New Business 
Resolution #263 - Adoption of opting into protections under Oregon Senate Bill 179 (SB179) 
Motion by Director DeCrans to adopt Resolution #263 as presented.  Seconded by Chairman Spendolini. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Resolution #264 - Authorization to execute DEQ CWSRF Design Loan for Facility Upgrade 
Motion by Director DeCrans to adopt Resolution #264 as presented.  Seconded by Chairman 
Spendolini.  Motion passed unanimously.    

 
BizOR Loan - Update 
Brett explained that the District was scheduled to go before the IFA Board.  We decided to complete the rate 
study before we apply.  The funds are being set aside for us.   
 
Irrigation Districts - Discuss and appoint Chairman Spendolini to represent SSSD interests 
In the past, the District has appointed a representative from the District to attend the irrigation meeting.   
 
Motion by Director DeCrans to appoint Chairman Spendolini to represent the District at the irrigation 
meetings.  Seconded by Chairman Spendolini.  Motion passed unanimously.    
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Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Gala - Saturday, January 24th at 5:00pm 
 
SDAO Annual Conference February 4th-8th, 2026 – Chairman Spendolini, Nicki and Brett will attend 
 
Reminder - February Board Meeting changed to Friday, February 13th to accommodate Chairman Spendolini 
and Brett’s trip to Salem the week of February 16th - 20th. 
 
Meeting recessed at 11:10am 
Open Executive Session at 11:10am 

 
Executive Session ORS 192.660 (2)(e) To conduct deliberations with persons you have designated to negotiate 
real property transactions. 
 
Closed Executive Session at 11:17am   
Regular Meeting reconvened at 11:18am 

 
Motion by Director DeCrans to approve the purchase of the two lots of property as discussed in an 
amount not to exceed $400k out of the DRA funds.  Seconded by Chairman Spendolini.  Motion passed 
unanimously.     

 
Chairman Spendolini asked Brett to contact legal counsel and the property owner.   
 
Next meeting scheduled for February 13, 2026 at 10:00am. 
 
Adjourn at 11:24am 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ ___________________________ ________________ 
Brett Blofsky, Secretary  Joe Spendolini, Chairman  Date  

 

 


